THE    STAR-SPANGLED    MANNER
some of the females, for no people, obviously, would
devote their lives to the manufacture of buttons with-
out considerable pecuniary benefit. But only 600
persons were manufacturing buttons. Feverishly I
turned the page . . .
*A tremendous malts also produced of underwear and
children's rompers . * /
This was better* Infinite comfort was in that word
'tremendous/ I saw more and more of the gainful
females being absorbed. I saw them playfully stitch-
ing rompers, with a light heart and a song on their
lips. And at the next sentence, I knew that all was
well. For I read:
'Soft drink facilities in Baltimore make possible an
output of over 100,000,000 bottles per year *
So, after all, my alarms had been groundless. I
should imagine that it would require at least half
of the 99,800 females to produce so asphyxiating a
quantity of lemonade. And that did not nearly cover
their activities, for I found, on further perusal, that I
was asked to enthuse over millions of paper drinking-
cups, billions of pyjamas, trillions of straw hats, and
*one of the best sewerage systems in the country/
The only thing over which I was not asked to
enthuse was the fact that Poe had honoured Balti-
more as his final resting-place.
The booklet sums itself up with the ringing
words:
*It is wonderful to see a man enthuse* It is more
wonderful, still, to see a city of 796,000 persons
enthuse/
It certainly is*
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